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JNU Hits Bottom Three in Research Publishing 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard/JNU-Hits-Bottom-Three-in-Research-

Publishing/2016/03/20/article3336100.ece 

 

While it has won an award for innovation, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) is one of the bottom three 

institutions when it comes to publishing research papers. 

The Ministry of Science and Technology has come up with a list of research papers published by the 

country’s top 30 institutions. The study, done by global publishing company Elsevier, found that the top 

100 institutions selected by a count of publications between 2002 and 2014, showed an average output 

growth rate of 14.1 per cent. 

The Indian Institute of Science in Bengaluru, IIT Kharagpur and IIT Delhi have bagged the top three 

positions while Osmania University, University of Mysore and JNU are in the bottom three position.  

Amrita Varsity Dean Wins IIT Alumnus Award 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/Amrita-Varsity-Dean-Wins-IIT-Alumnus-

Award/2016/03/20/article3336278.ece 

 

KOCHI: The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Mumbai, has conferred its Distinguished Alumnus Award 

on Dr Shantikumar V Nair, dean of research and director of the Amrita Centre for Nanosciences and 

Molecular Medicine (ACNSMM) at the Amrita University. Dr Nair was selected for the award in 

recognition of his contributions as an outstanding academician and researcher in the field of 

Nanosciences and Molecular Medicine. He is widely known for his innovations in tissue-engineered 

products, nano-medicine, energy conversion and storage devices. 

 

Dr Shantikumar V NairThe award was presented at a function chaired by Tata Institute of Fundamental 

Research director Dr Sandip Trivedi. IIT-Mumbai director Dr Devang Khakhar read the certificate citation. 

Speaking after receiving the award, Dr Nair said, “I recall that my BTech project at IIT-Mumbai was on 

Composite Materials. Just ten years later, I received the Presidential Award from US President Ronald 

Reagan for research in composites. That is the kind of foundation IIT-Mumbai helped me build. After 20 

years of teaching in America, I returned to India in 2006 to serve my country, inspired by the message of 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard/JNU-Hits-Bottom-Three-in-Research-Publishing/2016/03/20/article3336100.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard/JNU-Hits-Bottom-Three-in-Research-Publishing/2016/03/20/article3336100.ece
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Mata Amritanandamayi. An enduring lesson that I learnt from Amma is that one’s  career is not about 

self-gain but serving society for the larger good.” 

UGC wants websites to show cases of discrimination 

http://www.asianage.com/mumbai/ugc-wants-websites-show-cases-discrimination-065 

 

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has asked all its affiliated universities and colleges to maintain 

an official page on their websites wherein discrimination cases, especially those against SC/ST and dalit 

students, can be lodged and maintained. The initiative has been taken following the suicide of dalit 

scholar Rohith Vemula who hung himself in the hostel of Hyderabad Central University in January. 

 

As per the order, “officials/faculty members should desist from any act of discrimination against SC/ST 

students on grounds of their social origin.” The order further states that “the university/college should 

develop a page on their website for lodging such complaints of caste discrimination by SC/ST students 

and also place a complaint register in the Registrar/Principal office for the purpose. If any such incident 

comes to the notice of the authorities action should be taken against the erring official/faculty members 

promptly.” 

 

The UGC has further reminded the universities/colleges that it had issued letters in the past with similar 

instructions aimed at curbing suicide of dalit students on the campuses but there had been no action by 

the incumbent, hence the reminder was being sent with the expectation that it would be put into effect 

this time round. 

 

The order issued by Dr Jaspal Sandhu, secretary, UGC has also asked universities/colleges to ensure that 

no official/faculty members indulge in any kind of discrimination against any community or category of 

students with a request to make official/faculty members more sensitive while dealing with above such 

incidents of caste discrimination and to send an Action Taken Report to UGC as and when the incident 

occurs. 

 

Vemula, a dalit research scholar, had committed suicide in the hostel of Hyderabad Central University on 

January 17 allegedly due to harassment by the university officials who had suspended him and five other 

dalit scholars. 

 

UGC to honour gender champions with badges in edu institutes nationwide 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolhapur/UGC-to-honour-gender-champions-with-badges-in-

edu-institutes-nationwide/articleshow/51486660.cms 
 

Kolhapur: A badge of recognition awaits gender champions in educational institutes across the country. 

A recent circular stated that the University Grants Commission (UGC) via the Ministry of women and 

child development has decided to give badges to gender champions appointed at educational campuses 

in the country. 

http://www.asianage.com/mumbai/ugc-wants-websites-show-cases-discrimination-065
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolhapur/UGC-to-honour-gender-champions-with-badges-in-edu-institutes-nationwide/articleshow/51486660.cms
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In order to achieve the gender equality in educational institutions, the UGC had instructed institutions to 

appoint gender champions among students last year to foster equal treatment for both genders. 

 

The circular from UGC secretary Jaspal Sandhu, said that the badges are available on its website and 

educational institutions have to give away these badges to those gender champions appointed in their 

institute. It also added that a report of this action should also be sent to the UGC. 

 

A Shivaji University, Kolhapur (SUK) official said that the initiatives such as gender champions are the 

need of the hour and might change how the new generation looks at gender in a positive way. 

 

Giving the badges is also a way of appreciating the efforts of the gender champions and this positive 

reinforcement may get better results. and it might yield better results. "Almost all the colleges and 

universities these days have a women's cell which look into issues related to women, however, 

initiatives like gender champions, directly involve the students," added the official. 

 

A circular sent by Sandhu on August 3, last year, stated that the UGC expects gender champions to 

strengthen the potential of young girls and boys to advocate gender equality and monitor progress 

towards gender justice and create a society that is gender sensitive. 

 

"Gender champions are envisaged as responsible leaders who will facilitate an enabling environment 

within their schools, colleges, academic institutions where girls are treated with dignity and respect," it 

added. 

 

The commission had asked colleges and universities to nominate a student as gender champion on 

campus. These students were to be in charge of identifying gender bias in classrooms, and observe the 

reasons for gender inequality and suggest measures that would promote gender equality. 

 

The gender audit report prepared by the university's Centre for Womens Study Centre in 2014 stated 

that womens representation in the SUK's various authorities and committees was very poor. The report 

was handed over to the then vice-chancellor N J Pawar on September 22, 2014. 

Plans Afoot to Make Second Yoga Day a Big Affair 

http://www.bangaloremirror.com/bangalore/others/Plans-afoot-to-make-second-Yoga-Day-a-big-

affair/articleshow/51483415.cms 

 

Prime minister Narandra Modi's international yoga day agenda is back on campuses. Institutes under 

the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) have been instructed to organise yoga workshops 

designed by Vivekananda Yoga Anusandhana Samsthana (Vyasa), which is headed by PM's yoga guru, Dr 

http://www.bangaloremirror.com/bangalore/others/Plans-afoot-to-make-second-Yoga-Day-a-big-affair/articleshow/51483415.cms
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/bangalore/others/Plans-afoot-to-make-second-Yoga-Day-a-big-affair/articleshow/51483415.cms


Page 8 of 18 

 

HR Nagendra. The Central government this year is looking at a 100 per cent participation from institutes 

that fall under AICTE, University Grants Commission (UGC), as well as IITs, IIITs and IISERs. 

According to a circular issued by the Council, "AICTE has drawn the action plan and decided to organise a 

one-day yoga workshop" for students of institutes approved by it in Bengaluru, Bhubaneswar, 

Chandigarh, Hyderabad, Pune and Delhi. "At each of the venues, a maximum of 300 students would be 

accommodated. Hence, we request you to nominate five to 10 motivated students, who would in turn 

take up yoga in their respective colleges. The contents of the workshop have been designed by Swami 

Vivekananda Yoga Anusandhana Samsthana (S-Vyasa), Bengaluru, in which the key speaker and experts 

will also be from S-Vyasa, who will provide theoretical or practical training, in line with the IDY common 

yoga protocol," states the circular signed by AICTE chairman, Prof Anil D Sahasrabudhe. The 

international day of yoga (IDY) will be observed on June 21. 

Stating that in order to "motivate young minds towards holistic health, practising yoga is the best tool", 

the circular says that in competitive environments, students are under pressure from various directions 

and due to this, they are unable to focus and concentrate properly towards achieving their targets. 

"Practising yoga shall (help) overcome stress and contribute to memory development. As a result, they 

can focus and concentrate properly," it says. The letter also asks institutes to make yoga a regular 

feature in students' welfare activities of the institutions. 

The UGC have also issued a circular to all universities and colleges, stating that during the review of 

proposed plan of action for IDY, the PM emphasised the "need for making yoga more appealing to the 

youth so that they can imbibe this rich cultural heritage and their youthful energy could be effectively 

channelised in nation-building". 

It asks universities to organise two to three days' yoga fest during April or May, where students could be 

sensitised about the strengths and health benefits of yoga in promoting "physical, mental and spiritual" 

health. "They may also be trained in the common yoga protocol to be performed on IDY on June 21. 

Some of the other activities suggested for this fest could be musical and cultural programmes based on 

yoga and sensitisation of youth about career prospects in yoga," it says. Lectures by experts on subjects 

such as, 'yoga for lifestyle modifications', 'yoga for wellness', 'yoga and detoxification', 'power of 

pranayama', and 'yoga for mind and body', could be part of the fest, it says. 
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Def Min to tie up with academia to tap innovation for sector 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/def-min-to-tie-up-with-academia-to-tap-

innovation-for-sector-116031800841_1.html 

 

Seeking to tap innovative ideas from academic campuses, Defence Ministry has set the ball rolling for 

collaboration with IITs, NITs, IISc and other top institutions to work out a research and development 

paradigm which will include both "innovation and production" for the sector.  

 

"I have already instructed DRDO and our other organisations to tie up with academic institutions in 

tapping the potential for innovation there and use it for not just academic research but also for defence 

production, based on merit," Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar said here today.  

 

The Union minister, an IIT-Bombay alumnus, was speaking at the opening ceremony of the three-day 

technical festival 'Cognizance 2016' of IIT Roorkee.  

 

"Some IITs, some NITs, IISc, some regional engineering colleges and other top academic institutions, we 

have planned to tie up with to work out R&D not just for innovation but production in the defence 

sector too.  

 

"And, I think in six-twelve months we should be in a position to start the programme," he said.  

 

Parrikar while addressing a gathering of students, academicians and guests at the Convocation Hall 

emphasised the government's 'Make in India' vision and asked students to contribute to the country's 

growth story by innovating.  

 

"I don't claim that all intelligence lie at IITs, but a substantial amount of it does. I mean look at this 

Convocation Hall, it was a hangar used during the Second World War or something and you have turned 

in into this big facility, therein lies your innovation," he said, as he received a loud applause.  

 

He also proposed using defence offsets to create projects that bring in academic participation.  

 

"I think we should also use defence offsets to create such type of research projects in defence with 

academic participation," Parrikar said.  

 

The minister cited example of some of the projects taking place in few institutions like IIT-Bombay with 

Jet Propulsion Laboratory of the US.  

 

Parrikar went down memory lane and even recalled his days of entrepreneurship.  

 

"After finishing college, we started our own venture and later decided to enter politics. But, innovation 

is something the campus environment promotes and if you have great ideas then this programme fits in 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/def-min-to-tie-up-with-academia-to-tap-innovation-for-sector-116031800841_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/def-min-to-tie-up-with-academia-to-tap-innovation-for-sector-116031800841_1.html
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right there," he said.  

 

The 60-year-old politician graduated in 1978 and was awarded the Distinguished Alumnus Award by his 

alma mater for his achievements in 2001. 

 

“Join in economic development” 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/join-in-economic-

development/article8376405.ece 

 

University Grants Commission (UGC) Vice-Chairman H. Devaraj has called upon educational institutions, 

especially engineering colleges and technical institutions, to change their culture and enter into the 

country’s economic life. 

 

“The time has come when we ought to change the culture of our educational institutions and make 

them partners in the country’s progress, research and development activities,” he said in his address at 

the graduation ceremony of Alagappa Chettiar College of Engineering and Technology here on Saturday. 

 

He said that region-wise imbalance in the growth of technical education was a cause of concern and to 

address the issue, the National Skill Development Corporation had developed a model to bridge the 

industry-academia gap.NSDC was working with 21 universities, UGC and seven AICTE, catering to more 

than 1,200 colleges and 400 community colleges , he said. 
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To fight fund crunch, IIT-K to burden students 

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx# 
ZoomBookmarkSharePrintListenTranslate 

KANPUR: The Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur (IIT-K) has proposed to take drastic measures to 

overcome the ongoing financial crisis. The proposals would be discussed at the meeting of the IIT council 

for approval before they are implemented, said professor RK Chaturvedi, deputy director, IIT-K. 

 

Chaturvedi said efforts were being made to overcome the existing financial crisis and there was a 

proposal to reduce certain expenditures and enhance the revenue generation by exploiting the internal 

resources. 

 

The proposal would be submitted to the IIT Council and if it gave its nod to the proposal it would be sent 

to the government for approval. There was also a proposal to enhance the fee, he added. The union 

government had curtailed the budget by Rs 75 crore which caused the financial crisis. 

 

Recently the Board Of Governors (BOG) of the IIT-K had asked the union ministry for human resource 

and development (MHRD) to raise the budget allocation. The MHRD advised the IIT-K Board to cut the 

heavy expenditure and generate its own revenue. 

 

Consequently, the IIT-K administration has drawn up a plan that could ensure a drastic cut in the 

expenditure incurred on students, teachers and maintenance of the institute. 

 

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx%23
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/showarticle.aspx?article=2c36c3bd-c060-4691-b54d-c3ec96f7b035&key=ec6Nh1UbDi0g9iANBEdYQw%3d%3d&issue=89332016031900000000001001
http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/showarticle.aspx?article=2c36c3bd-c060-4691-b54d-c3ec96f7b035&key=ec6Nh1UbDi0g9iANBEdYQw%3d%3d&issue=89332016031900000000001001


Page 17 of 18 

 

The IIT-K has decided to charge ` 10,000 per annum as maintenance charge from the students as against 

the existing charge of ` 3,600 per annum. Similarly, it has proposed to bring down the electricity bill by 

banning the use of electricity round the clock. The time limit for the use of WiFi and Internet would also 

be fixed and the two services would not be available for all 24 hours as per the proposal. On the other 

hand, the facilities provided to teachers, professors and other employees in the campus would be 

curtailed. Restrictions would be imposed on the installation of computer and the printers in the office 

and at the residence and on the unrestricted use of electric gadgets. 

 

UGC review of scholarship stipend to 300 TISS students kicks up a row 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/news/ugc-review-of-scholarship-stipend-to-300-tiss-

students-kicks-up-a-row/article8373409.ece?css=print 

 

The Students Federation of India on Friday said it will stage protests against the University Grants 

Commission (UGC) stopping the non-National Eligibility Test (NET) scholarship stipend to over 300 Tata 

Institute of Social Science (TISS) PhD students, accusing the Centre of depriving backward class students 

the opportunity to pursue higher education. 

 

Reacting to reports that UGC had suspended scholarships to PhD students, stating that TISS is not one of 

the recognised institutions in the list specified under 12 (b) of the UGC Act eligible for UGC funding, SFI 

Mumbai district secretary Rameshwar Shere said that SFI activists would stage a protest outside 

Churchgate station on Saturday at 11.30 am. 

 

“TISS is a well-known social science institution. Moreover, students studying in TISS are from socially 

weaker sections. This year, 26 students had applied for the scholarship, but only 10 were eligible. 

However, the scholarship amount has not reached them. This is nothing but the Centre’s way of keeping 

backward class students away from education,” Mr Shere said in a statement. 

 

Mr Shere said, “Many of the 303 PhD students are from the ST and the SC community. UGC had earlier 

suspended scholarships for OBC students, and now SC and ST students are likely to be affected. The 

national budget has also cut down education sector spending. We demand that the Centre should not 

just sit quietly, [but] intervene in this matter so that Adivasi students get justice.” He said several TISS 

students and other students organisations would participate in Saturday’s protest. 

 

Mumbai Congress leader Sanjay Nirupam perceived UGC’s snapping the funding for TISS scholars as a 

politically motivated move, and tweeted, “After #HCU & #JNU, it's #TISS in Mumbai. UGC grant for 

scholarship of 300 PhD students is withdrawn. Dir. Parshuraman criticises central govt.” 

 

Speaking to The Hindu , Mr Nirupam said, “This denial of scholarship is exactly what had happened in 

Hyderabad Central University, and with Rohit Vemula, and I see TISS as the next target. I see a clear link 

and a deliberate agenda by the HRD ministry at the behest of the RSS to harass all students who don’t 

subscribe to their ideology. And the result we have seen in Kanhaiya Kumar and Rohit Vemula.” 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/news/ugc-review-of-scholarship-stipend-to-300-tiss-students-kicks-up-a-row/article8373409.ece?css=print
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Mr Nirupam said that he would meet TISS director S Parsuraman regarding the issue. 

Prof Parsuraman said that the non-NET scholarship is a small stipend given by the Centre to research 

scholars until they clear NET to receive Junior Research Fellowship (JRF) in order to encourage students 

to opt for research. He said that TISS had 303 students who receive this non-NET Fellowship, which is 

under review by a government-appointed committee. 

 

“In the meantime,” Prof Parsuraman said, “TISS has not received reimbursements from the UGC for 

2014-15 and 2015-16. However, we continue to pay this scholarship for students through deficit budget. 

We have reached a stage that it will not be possible to continue with the non-NET scholarship if the UGC 

does not provide allocation for 2016-17 and reimburse pending dues. However, to those scholars who 

secure admission to the integrated MPhil-PhD programme without JRF, non-NET scholarship will not be 

given.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


